
3
25I26

Syllabus: “Applied Cultural Studies: Exploring Diversity in Berlin”
International School, Winter Term 2025/2026

Isabella Friedrich M.A.

(a) Inhalt und Ansatz | Content and Approach

• The target group of this course consists of international students with little or no prior study experience
in  Germany  who  seek  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  country's  complex  history  and  intercultural
society. This course provides an introductory overview of these topics, including an excursion to the
capital  city  and  an  academic  debriefing,  enabling  participants  to  understand  Berlin  as  a  symbol  of
tolerance and diversity. The excursion is subsidized by the university and the DAAD.

(b) Qualifikationsziele | Learning Objectives

• The qualification objectives of the course are:
o to  gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  history  of  National  Socialism  and  the  division  of 

Germany.
o to experience Berlin as a symbol of diversity and tolerance, enriched by its migration history.

to understand the importance of combating racism and antisemitism in today's Germany.
o to consolidate these learnings in a written, self-reflective manner.
o to  reflect  on  these  experiences  within  the  context  of  national  awareness,  thereby  gaining

intercultural  sensitivity  to  past  and  present  issues  in  Germany,  ensuring  a  successful  stay
abroad.

(c) Kursstruktur | Course Structure

• Academic Introduction
o 15/11/25 18:00-20:00 Introduction to the Course and the Field Trip

online

• Field Trip to Berlin
o 14/11/25 Departure to Berlin, visits and guided tour
o 16/11/25 Arrival in Schmalkalden

• Academic Reflection
o 20/11/25 18:00-20:00 Online Debriefing

• Students must participate in the introductory meeting to join the field trip.

(d) Kontakt | Contact

• isabella-friedrich@posteo.com

(e) Studien- und Prüfungsleistungen | Course Assessment

• Assessment: group presentation and written task, 3 ECTS
• Examination Date: 30/11/25
• It is required to register through QIS during 05/01/26 and 16/01/26 for assessment.
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