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(a) Inhalt und Ansatz | Content and Approach  
 

• The target group of the course consists of international students who have not been studying in 
Germany before and are therefore not yet familiar with Germany, its culture and its historical heritage. 

• The course aims at (a) introducing foundations in music history and musical understanding, (b) 
providing an overview of important musicians and music composers who have acted in Thuringia, (c) 
making musician biographies visible by several field trips, (d) reflecting and analysing the influence of 
these artists on the development of music (styles, genres, instrumentation, dissemination) in Germany 
and Europe and (e) designing a chapter in an overview of musician biographies.  

• The course combines both cultural & historical on-site experience and academic sessions/ reflection. 
Please note that the focus of the programme will be set on classical music.  

• Part of the course will consist of exercises on perceiving and using one's own voice. In case of interest, 
there is the opportunity to rehearse and perform a (polyphonic) piece of music yourself. Students who 
enjoy singing are therefore particularly welcome.  

• Students are required to meet an advanced level of English. For the successful completion of the 
course, Exchange Students can be awarded 3 ECTS (after passing the course evaluation). Therefore, 
students should be prepared to spend considerable time working with the study content.  

• Participants are required to regiter for the course via StudIP from 01/10/2025. There are max. 30 seats 
available. Exchange students will be given priority. If there are problems with the registration via 
StudIP, please contact the lecturer, Dr. Paul Voerkel, via p.voerkel@hs-sm.de. 

 

(b) Qualifikationsziele | Learning Objectives 
 

• The qualification objectives of the course are (a) to gain basic knowledge about music history and 
musical notation, (b) to experience important places for music in Thuringia on site, and (c) to raise the 
historical and intercultural awareness, especially with regard to Thuringia and its contribution to the 
cultural development of Germany and Europe.  

 

(c) Kursstruktur | Course Structure 
 

• Academic sessions (on site in Schmalkalden)  

o 09/10/25 18:30    Introduction to the Course, the Field Trips, and the content 

o 22/10/25 18:30  Music in Thuringia – History and influences  

o 10/12/25 18:30  Getting to know your voice – practical exercises / audition  

o 14/01/26 18:30  Reflection and Project Forum, Wrap-up 
 

• Field Trips  

o 10/10/25  afternoon Bad Köstritz – Focus on Heinrich Schütz  
o 12/11/25  afternoon Eisenach – Focus on Johann Sebastian Bach  
o 19/01/26  afternoon Meiningen – Focus on Johannes Brahms & Max Reger  

    

 

http://www.hs-schmalkalden.de/international
https://studip.hs-schmalkalden.de/dispatch.php/course/details?sem_id=807ee858e5b4aa96160a657dd105e0ff&again=yes
mailto:p.voerkel@hs-sm.de
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(d) Kontakt | Contact 
 

• Email: p.voerkel@hs-sm.de  

 

(e) Studien- und Prüfungsleistungen | Course Assessment   
 

• 30 course hours, 90 hours workload, 3 ECTS 

• Assessment: Project presentation & discussion (based on research on music/ musicians)  

• Formal examination date: 30/01/26  

• It is required to register through QIS between 05/01/2026 and 16/01/26 for assessment.  
 

http://www.hs-schmalkalden.de/international
mailto:p.voerkel@hs-sm.de

